RESTORATI ON | NFORMATI ON MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SI TES
PRQIECT FACT SHEET
MARCH 1996
HNC REVI SI ON: 7 Novenber 1996
TAG REVI EW DATE: 20 February 1997

1. SI TE NAME: Fort Rodman ( AKA Fort Taber)

SI TE NUMBER: D01MAO51300
LOCATI ON:

aTyY: New Bedf ord

COUNTY: Bri st ol

STATE: Massachusetts
PRQIECT NUMBER: D01MAO51303
CATEGORY: CE
| NPR RAC: 4
ASR RAC: 3
RAC TAG 3 (NOFA)

2. POC S:

TECHNI CAL MANAGER: HEADQUARTERS PCC.
Name: Richard L. Pi ke Name: J. R G bson
O fice: CEHNC CE-DC Ofice: CEMP-RF
Phone: 256- 895- 1559 Phone: 202-761-4709
GEO DI VI SI ON PCC: SUPPCRT DI STRI CT ( ASR:
Nare: Bill Holtham Nare: Mary Jo Civis
Ofice: CENED- PD- M Ofice: CENCR- ED- DO
Phone: 617-647-8670 Phone: 309-794- 6010

ASR/ | NPR TEAM POC:

Nane: Richard L. Pi ke
O fice: CEHNC CE- Al
Phone: 256-895-1559

3. SI TE DESCRI PTI ON:

a. The former Fort Rodman was | ocated at the south end of
New Bedf ord, Massachusetts at Cark’'s Point. The forner fort



over| ooked Buzzard Bay and C ark’s Cove.

b. Currently the 68 acres that made up the forner fort is
owned by the City of New Bedford. An additional parcel of
approximately 12 acres was owned by the Departnent of Defense
but, was returned to the City of New Bedford after 1986 which
makes that parcel not eligible under the DERP program The Navy
still owns approximately 2.6 acres. A Naval reserve is |ocated
on this acreage and will not be addressed any further in this
report.

c. The Gty of New Bedford is in the process of building a
wast ewat er treatnent plant on a good portion of the forner site.
Wth Fort Taber and all the batteries still remaining the Cty
has built a bicycle/walking trail along the outside of the forner
site. The city will eventually restore Fort Taber, all the
batteries, and the land around themw || be converted to a | amn
for public use and recreation. At this tinme the area is fence
off fromthe public.

4. SI TE H STORY

a. During the 1850s the war departnent constructed a
fortress on the south end of New Bedford at Clark’s Point. Wen
conpleted the fortress protected the main shipping channels into
New Bedf ord, Fairhaven, and Dartsnouth, Massachusetts. The
granite fortress was naned Fort Taber. In 1898 by General Oder
fromArny Headquarters the fort was officially nanmed Fort Rodman.

b. At the turn of the century and the com ng of
noder ni zati on of seacoast artillery and enpl acenents, five
batteries were conpleted at the fort. |In the early 1940's with
changing war effort and the need for bigger gun systens for
protection of the area, the construction of Battery MII|iken was
conpl eted and housed two i mense 12 inch rifles.

c. Once again in the early 1940°'s wth the constantly
changing war effort the fort was nodernized with 155mm guns on
Panama nounts.

d. By md 1942 with |l ess need for small gun systens all the
Batteries gun systens were renoved | eaving only Battery MIIliken
wthits two 12 inch rifles nmounted on barbette-carriages and the
two 155mmrifles, sem -nobile class, nounted on towed carri ages
(Panama nount s)

e. After the termnation of the war the rifles frombattery
MIliken were renoved and sal vaged and the 155mm battery was
transported to Fort Banks, Wnthrop, Mssachusetts. Fort Rodnman



was decl ared surplus on June 5,

PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

Area A

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:
Area B:

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:
Area C

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:

Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

Area D:

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:
Area E:

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

1947.

21. 4
Battery MIIliken/Small Arnms Range
Cty Park/Water Treatnent Facility
Samne
None
N A

4.6

Battery Area (Barton Wl cot #1,
Cty Park

Samne

None

N A

6.3

Fort Taber,
Wal cot #2
Cty Park
Sane

None

N A

Battery Gaston, Battery

2

M ne Storehouse/ Gas Chamber
Cty Park

Sane

None

N A

19.1

Cant onnent Area

Waste Water Treatnent Facility
Sane



Ordnance Presence: None

Type: N A
Area F:
Si ze, Acres: 12
Former Use: Cant onnent Area
Present Use: Waste Water Treatnent Facility

Probabl e End Use: Sane
Ordnance Presence: Not FUDS Eligible

Type N A
Area G
Si ze, Acres: 2.6
For mer Use: Quard House Area
Present Use: Naval Recruitnment Facility

Probabl e End Use: Sane
Ordnance Presence: Not FUDS Eligible

Type: N A
Area H:
Si ze, Acres: 106
Former Use: Wat er Area (Excl usion Zone)
Present Use: Publ i c/ Recreati on Areal Sewer

Pr obabl e End Use: Publ i ¢ Par k/ Recreati onal Area
Ordnance Presence: None

Type: N A
Area |:
Si ze, Acres: 23, 000
Former Use: VWat er | npact Area
Present Us: Buzzard Bay
Ordnance Presence: Potenti al
Type: 8 Inch Rifle, Small Arns

6. Current Status: The Archives Search Report (ASR) was
prepared by The U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, Rock Island
District, in March 1996.

7. STRATEGY: Areas Athru H NOFA (RAC 5)
Area |: NOFA (RAC 3)

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: Records indicate that snmall arnms and 8
inch guns were used to train with at Fort Rodman in Area |, Wter
| npact Area, so there is the potential for 8 inch Rifle ordnance
presence. The area beyond 100 yards of nean high tide wll not
be considered eligible for DERP-FUDS cl eanup in accordance with
Menmor andum  HQUSACE, ATTN. CEMP-RF, 15 Mar 94, subject: Defense



Environnental Restoration Program (DERP) - Site Eligibility
Policy Carification for Ordnance and Expl osi ve Waste (OEW at
Fornmerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS). The ASR recomends a NOFA
for this whole area based solely on the Menorandum nenti oned
above, but the water area within the 100 yards of nmean high tide
is not excluded by this Menorandum This area is considered

W t hout ordnance presence because it is very unlikely that a
projectile shot froman 8 inch rifle would fall into the water at
that short of distance. The TAG accepts the overall RAC score of
3, recognizing the potential OE presence in Area |, and NOCFA.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: NA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: NA



